
Summer Reading Assignment & Study Guide 
 

 

Students must read chapters 17, 18 and 19 and complete the study guide.  
There will be a summer reading test on the material to start the year. 
 
 
Chapter 17 
• Define the key terms of the chapter (see page 2 of this document) 

• Define the term public policy and describe the types of policies applied 

• Describe the tools employed to achieve policy 

• Describe the four stages of the policymaking process 

• Explain the causes of the fragmentation that often occurs in policymaking in America 

• Describe the means used to achieve coordination of policies 

• Outline the advantages and disadvantages of issue networks in a democracy 

• Discuss the growing importance of nonprofit groups in the policymaking process  

 
Chapter 18 
• Define the key terms of the chapter (see page 2 document) 

• Compare and contrast the laissez-faire, Keynesian, monetarist, and supply-side economic theories and their 
positions on the role of government in the economy 

• Outline the steps in the budget-making process 

• Explain how Gramm-Rudman represented a failure of the legislative and budget-making processes 

• Explain how the Budget Enforcement Act of 1990 altered the significance of the spending targets set by 
Gramm-Rudman 

• List several possible objectives of tax policy 

• Distinguish between progressive & regressive tax policies, and explain which one best describes U.S. policy 

• Show how incremental and uncontrollable spending can limit the possibilities for cutting the federal budget 

• Assess the effectiveness of American taxing and spending policies in producing greater economic equality 

 
Chapter 19 
• Define the key terms of the chapter (see page 2 document) 

• Trace the growth of the American welfare state 

• Distinguish between social insurance programs and public assistance programs 

• Discuss the causes and possible consequences of the 1996 welfare reform legislation 

• Discuss the continuing reformulation of social welfare policies in the U.S. 

• Indicate who pays for and who benefits from the social security system 

• Discuss the issues in the debate over ensuring health care for every American 

• Explain how social welfare policies involve trade-offs between equality and freedom 

• Summarize major developments concerning education in the U.S. 
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• Compare the costs and benefits of the American system of social welfare with the system in other 
democratic states 

Key Terms: 
 
 
Ch 17 

public policy  
distributive policies 
redistributional policies  
regulation 
incentives 
tax expenditure 
disincentive 
agenda setting 
issue definition 

policy formulation 
incremental 
implementation 
policy evaluation 
feedback 
fragmentation and coordination 
issue network 
nonprofit 

 
 
Ch 18 

market economy 
economic depressions 
inflation 
consumer price index 
aggregate demand 
productive capacity 
gross domestic product 
Keynesian theory 
fiscal policies 
monetary policies 

Council of Economic 
Advisers 
Federal Reserve 
System 
federal funds rate 
discount rate 
supply-side economics 
budget outlays 
Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) 

Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) 
Gramm-Rudman 
discretionary spending 
pay-as-you-go 
Balanced Budget Act 
progressive taxation 
incremental budgeting 
uncontrollable outlays 

 
 
Ch 19 

public policies 
welfare state 
social welfare programs 
Great Depression 
New Deal 
Great Society 
War on Poverty 
social insurance 
social security 
entitlements 
public assistance  
poverty level 
feminization of poverty 

Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) Act 
health maintenance organization (HMO) 
preferred provider organizations 
Medicare Part A and Part B 
Medicaid 
State Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 
No Child Left Behind Act 
means-tested benefits 

 
 


